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Pax ci. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem : all 
- 3 love thee : — be m: Nig f. te 
Proſperity within thy Palaces, for my Brethren and 
Companions Sakes, T will now ſay, Peace be within 
thee. Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, 
1 will ſeek thy Good. 


HE moſt lovely Affection of the human 
Mind is a Ar for the pubkc 
Good, and it gives the true luſtre to 

g& Power, Wealth, or fuperior Knowledge, 

by applying them to ſerve wad xn of Humani 
and Good-will. In the good heart, warmed wit! 
kind and friendly Sentiments, Dignity and Exeellenoe 
have their Seat. And when together with a generous 
turn of mind to acts of Benevolence, there is 4 Spi- 
rit in Man to purſue the Dictates of his li Soul 
with Firinneſs and Conſtancy, regardlcfs of private 

Views and Intereſts, unmoved by the moſt threaten- 
"g 2 and which controuls even the Love 
of Life, then the brave and the worthy Character is 

' finiſhed and compleat, | p | 

This Goodneſs of Heart, the ſtrongeſt feature of 
the Divine I and the greateſt Source of human 

Happineſs, is obſerved by Writers in the moral Way, 

to work with different Degrees of Strength, and dif- 

ferent internal Feelings according to the Relations in 
which Men Rand to one another, which are viſibly 
RS. A 2 ſubſervierit 


| + 4 3 
ſubſervient to the Good of the whole Syſtem. The 
Circle in which moſt men move is narrow and limited; 
their Power and Influence can extend but a little way; 
it is therefore wiſely ordered, that in the frame of the 
human Heart effectual proviſion ſhould be made for 
applying the Powers in 3 where there is 9 
rtunity of doing moſt Good. Accordingly, beſides 
ood-will to all, particular warm Affections tending 
to the Good of others, ſuited to the Circumſtances 
and Relation of the Object, are planted in us, which 
are neceſſarily. raiſed upon the appearance of the 
Object, and prevent all Deliberation, as in the in- 
ſtance of parental and filial Affection, Simpathy 
with our Friends in deep Diſtreſs, and many others of 
the like nature. Theſe are very powerful incentives 
to action, happily adapted to our preſent ſtate, in 
which the cool and diſpaſſionate determination to do 
Good to our fellow Creatures, would probably often 
fail ing the Purpoſes of ſocial Life, without their 
aid. Stall, it was intended that theſe particular Af- 
fections and Paſſions, however vehement, ſhould be 
under ſuch Regulations and Reſtraints as are neceſſary 
to render them really ſerviceable to the Happineſs of 
the Species; which they could not be if permitted to 
_ obſtruf a greater Good than that to which they tend 
as their peculiar Object, or if indulged in Gratificati- 
ons which are hurtful to the Public; in other words 
they were intended to be ſubordinate to the great 
Principle of Benevolence which is the higheſt and 
nobleſt in our Frame. And according to this Con- 
ſtitution of Nature, though the ſelfiſn Affections are 


to give way to the Regard and Love we owe to our 


intimate Friends and Relations, ſo that to fulfil the 
Law which is written in our Hearts, we are to give 
up our private Intereſt for their Service, and even 
hazard Life to deliver them from Danger or relieve 


them from great Diſtreſs ; yet we muſt riſe above 


thoſe Regards to the deareſt Relatives when the Pub- 
| he, a more extended Object of our Love, demands 
5 e ©; it; 


* 
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1... 
it; and lay aſide the Conſideration of Parents, Chil- 
dren, and every Relation in domeſtic” Life or in a 
Neighbourhood, if theſe ſhould ſtand in our way, 
and obſtru@ the Service of our Country, which to a 

ood Patriot and a truly brave Man will be dearer 
Gan any private Relative. And if a caſe could be 
put in which a Perſon is capable of ſecuring the Inte- 
reſts of Mankind in ſome important inſtances, bur at 
the ſame time at the expence of his Country, which 
muſt perhaps ſuffer deeply by promoting a more pub- 
lic Intereſt, in this caſe, the Love of his. Country 
muſt give way to the honeſt determination of his 

Heart to do the greateſt Good in his power, and faith- 

fully ſerve the Intereſt of the great Family of Goo. 
/ However, when the Circle enlarges beyond the 
Incloſures of a Family, a Neighbourhood, and a 
Country, it is to be obſerved, that as Men are ſel- 
dom called out to action, or indeed are in a capaci- 
ty of action, ſo the benevolent Inſtincts and Affecti- 
ons are not found to work in the Heart with ſuch 
force and ardor as they do towards thoſe Objects to 
which our Influence daily extends; the wiſe Ruler of 
the World having ſo contrived and framed our Con- 
ſtitution, that there ſhould be the moſt ſenſible At- 
traction, where it can be of the greateſt ſervice. _-. 
It is Love to your Country which in this Diſcourſe I 
mean to recommend to you: In the Text you ſee 
the Heart of the Pſalmiſt generouſly warmed with 
this noble Affection. And when I propoſe his Ex- 
ample to your Imitation, and name your Country to 
you, I perſuade myſelf the ſame generous Sentiments 
are riſing in your Breaſts, inſpired by the many In- 
dearments which the Idea of a Country is big with, 
and that your Thoughts go before me in preſenting to 
your View the-ſacted Ties of Blood and Friendſhip, | 
Relations dear, and all the tender Charities of Fa- 
4 & ther, Son, and Brother** which are included in it; 
1 together with the invaluable Bleſſings of religious and 
civil Liberty, and of Property ſecured to you 1 — 
IN | A 3 4 WS 
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. 
Lays under which you live, and 2. civil Conſtitution 
wa gion yea the ppy Profpett of tranſmitting, | 
| theſe Bleſſings intire to en 0 5 
. This is your Country, theſe are the Objects to ö 
3 - which I would direct your Attention and warmeſt Zeal, ) FF \ 
43 - You know there is nothing in any other notion of a 
Country to excite a rational and manly Affection. 
What is it to you where you were born, or what par- 
- tieular Part of the Globe you inhabit, abſtracted 
from the Enjoyment of your Birth-right as Men, 
. Chriſtians, and Proteſtants; ahſtracted from the In- 
©. tercourſes of humanity with Friends, Relations, and 
1 Fellow - Citizens; and the Opportunity of acting your 
= Part in the great Family of which you are Members? 
| Your Country becomes dear 1 becauſe what is Nl / 
deareſt and moſt valuable in Life is within it, and it 
is the Scene upon which you are to act the Part which 
Providence hath aſſigned to you in the Creation of 
Gop, and as Workers together with him in accom». 
pliſhing the Purpoſes of his Goodneſs, _ 
Warm Affection to your Country, in this view of it, 
will be your glory. The purpoſes of a juſt and rea- 
ſanable ſelf-laye, and of goodwill to Mankind, and 
all the particular Principles and A ffections which are 
ſlubſervient to theſe, unite in it, and are promoted by 
3 it. Same ambitious Mortals, it is true, under the 
= - colour: and pretence of love to their Country, have 
= ſpread flavery and devaſtation through the World 
about them, and to make their own great and happy, 
have left no Country at all to athers. But the ſacred 
Affection I am recommending diſcovers all theſe Pre- 
tenders to Virtue and Piety towards their Country : 
nor is it poſſible it ſhould, when rightly underſtood, - 
ever lead any Man propels or urſue a Deſign ap- 
polite to the general Goad of his King. 
3 a little more — — I 
love to our Country, a public Spirit, £ | 
the various Methods in . which it is to ſhow itſelf z ive ff \ 
may be:'obſerved, that every Man who —_ | 
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neceſſarily imply in 
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Nation, to build, and to plant, or to 
* and to down, and to deſtroy, it ſhall be done 
„be Horſe is prepared to the Battle, but ſafes 


able Temp the Pſalm ba here pointed out to 


us a — and important one, — our 


ying — for the good and proſpe ty of our 
Bolsa '« pray for the Peace of Jeruſa 21 
If we believe, a r Providence — the | 


influerices of Nature and the Events which come to 


in the World in ſuch a manner as to make them 


ervient to thoſe wife and good — —5 which the 
ſupreme Being forms and is daily into exe- 
jon, it muſt appear a moſt reaſon 4 ing to ac- 


knowledge him and p ny to him for the favours and 
e 


bleſſings — to ourſelves and others: Particular- 
ly, for the Peace and Proſperity of our Country, 

which he alone can give and effectually ſecure from 
age to age. And can you heſitate a moment about 
the reality of a particular Providence while theſe and 
ſuch other ſcriptural Declarations lie open before you. 


C Whatſoe ver the Lord pleaſeth that doth he, in the 


Heavens, and in the Earth, in all deep Places 


Che commandeth the Sun and he riſeth not, and 
he ſealeth up the Stars Fire Hail, Snow 


cc 

<« and Vapour, and ſtormy I61 his Word 
Ahe turneth them round by his Counſels that 
& they may do whatſoever he commandeth them up- 
* on the Face of the whole Earth——he cauſeth 
them to come, whether for Correction or Mercy 


He is Governour amongſt the Nations, and ruleth 


© to the Ends of the Earth The Lord increaſeth 


< the Nations and he deſtroyeth them He enlarg-' 


4 eth Nations and ſtraiteneth them again At 


* "what time he fpeaketh concerning a Kingdom or 
luck up, 


« ty is of — Lord He delivereth and refuſutii 
«© ——D[DNHe: maketh' wars to ceaſe, and reſtaineti tis 
Wrath of Man The Race is not to the Swiff, 
“the Battle to the Strong, nor Bread to the Wiſe, 


nor Riches to Men of: — nor Favour 
a. to 
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4 to Men of ſxill For who knoweth not that in 
« all theſe the Hand of the Lord hath done this“? 
As theſe Paſſages plainly point out to you a Providence 
ſuperintending the Affaits of Men and Angels, a Pro- 
vidence which governs with uncòntroulable ſway, you 
cannot, if you love your Country, forbear purting up 
your moſt-fervent Prayers for its Peace and Profperity. 
But indeed as Gop governs according to the rules of 
Righteouſneſs, the only good foundation upon which 
any remarkable interpoſition of his Providence in fa- 
- your of a Nation may be hoped and expected, is, 
the prevailing of ' Virtue in it; on the contrary, here 


Voice reigns, and there is a general depravation of 


Manners, nothing can be ed for but tokens of 
Divine diſpleaſure. This is a very good reaſon for 
our joining with our Prayers to God for the public 
welfare, ſincere endeavours to correct whatſoever may 
be found wrong in our — and Lives; and 

to promote and carry on a Reformation in others ſo 
far as our influence reacheth ; and however narrow 
and confined the bounds of this influence may ſeem 
to be, yet let no man be diſcou from doing what 
he can, and making the Light of a good Example ſo 
ſhine before Men, that others ſeeing his good Works 
may be engaged to imitation. For ſurely ſuch la- 
bours of Piety and public Spirit ſnall not be in vain 
to ourſelves, nor can any man ſay how far they may 
be really ſerviceable to his Country. We have it re- 
corded in Scripture that Judgments have been for a 
time ſuſpended, and bleſſings of a Temporal kind 
1 or continued to a Community for the ſake of a 
ew righteous Perſons. FF * N. 

But if this be ſo, how much more effectual would 
a general Reformation be to ſecure the Protection and 
draw down the Bleſſings of Heaven upon our Coun- 
try? We might in that caſe hope to inherit the Bleſ- 
ſing of the Lord which maketh rich and addeth no 
“ forrow with it that Gop would be merciful to 
« us and bleſs us, and cauſe his Face to ſhine upon 
©. u$——that the Earth would yield her * 
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<< that Peace ſhould be within our Walls, and prof. 


1 39 8 our Palaces—— that in the Day of 
64 ar 


the Lord would be our Shield and Buck ler 


chat he would cover us with his Feathers, and 


our breaſt might be under his Wings—— that he 


would. gird our Princes and Soldiers to the Battle 


teach their Hands to War, and their Fingers to 
«* fight——And, as he can fave with many or with 
« few, make Five chaſe a Thouſand, and an Hun- 
«+ dred put ten Thouſand to flight.“ 

And now that I have mentioned War, you will 
readily ſee that it is another natural expreſſion of pub- 
hc Spirit and love to our Country, to ſhew a manly 
ardor in its Defence againſt every injurious Invader 3 
to unite with our Fellow-Citizens without any regard 
to little diſtinctions, in ſuch a caſe quite inſignificant, 
in one firm wg phage Body, to make a reſolved 
Stand in defence of our rights as Men, Chriſtians, and 
Proteſtants; Rights at preſent threatened by a rebel- 


 Hous: Multitude, under the leading of a proud and 


| * 
g 7 


lawleſs Ravager, who has dared to make an inroad 
upon our Peace and Proſperity, and that Liberty which 
is the peculiar glory of our Conſtitution; has framed 
Deſigns againſt the Thrones of Fudgment and the 
2 2 * ſuppo 09 ning oe * 
thing with him rance * 
ton and Chains, 1 | ke 
know it, and I entertain the thought hays! 9a 
ſure, that an exhortation ot this kind will be well re- 
ceived by you. The juſteſt ſentiments of Liberty, 
and the warmeſt Affection and Zeal for it, have been 


long your Glory and the Glory of your Fathers. 


That this Spirit may upon the preſent Occaſion appear 
with all —— — with a Force ſuf - 
ficient to carry you through every difficulty and 
danger in defence of your Countr rmit me to- 
lay before you a few things relating to the Conſtituti- 
an and Government under which you live the 


Claims of the Pretender, and his attempts to 2 
N | | m- 
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IN _ { 11] . f | 1 
them nd the Conſequences which muft naturally _ 
L and neceſſarily follow upon Succeſſs. N 
MWich reference to the civil Conſtitution under which - 
| You live, let me obſerve in general, that the end | 
of Government is no other than the Good of the Ga» | 
verned ; nor is there any. other Juſt reaſon to be aſſign- 
ed for making any alteration in that E which , 
is original in Mankind, and for exalting ſome. ta 
places of Power and Magiſtracy while others are in 
the Condition of Subjects. Differences there are, and 4 
always have been, among men with reſpe& to Ta- | 
lents and Abilities of various kinds, and this may lay 5 
«I Foundation for the choice of ſome rather than 3 
| to be placed in the more eminent Stations of | 
| 
| 


Society. But no difference of this nature can give. 
any perſon a Right to rule over me without my own 
conſent. My happineſs is intruſted with myſelf by 
the Being who made me. And by making me ca- 44 
pable of Happineſs, he has given me a Right to en- 
Joy it, and to purſue the tendencies of that deſire of | 
it which is natural and inſeparable from me, in the ; 
way my reaſon leads and directs me to, provided al- = 
ways it be conſiſtent with the Rights of other Men. 
Other limitation or reſtraint than this there is manifeſtly 
nane from Nature. Tam born no Man's Property, and = 
therefore am not ſubjected, once reaſon is grown to 1 
maturity, to the rule af any man. If I am ſubjected 
| inſt my own. choice, or without my conſent ex- | 
ly or yerbally given, this is not Government but * 
yranny, and in every ſuch inſtance my natural 
Rights are invaded. My Birth-right to happineſs ne- } 
ceſſarily infers my being at liberty to direct my on 8 
Actions, to diſpoſe of my Perſon and Property- as 
will beſt anſwer the end of exiſtence to me, with a | 4 
laying to the rights of other men. The cdoiee of 
entering into Society is indeed natural, and that be E 
ends of ſocial life may be effectually anſwered, ſub» N 


* | \ jeftion-to Laws, and to Magiſtrates who put them 
va road. 


in execution, ia neceſſary. This is the obi 
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But from this State of things'there ariſes way 
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to happineſs, and a farther and better Security to it 


than any Man's private Capacity could. afford him. 


any Man, or any Set of Men, inconſiſtent wit 


Rights, and thoſe which ariſe from civil Compact, are 
at no ſuch Variance ; they reſt in reality upon the 


natural 2 and ſubverſive of them. Natural 
an 


ſame Foundation, and the latter would have no Exiſ- 


tence were they not conſiſtent with, and the Security 
of the former. And hence it follows, that without 
the expreſs interpoſition of divine Authority, (a Matter 


which, as it cannot now be pleaded by any Prince upon 
Earth, hath —— to do with the preſent Argu- 


ment) no man can have a Right, by his being born 


of any particular Race or Family, to rule over others:: 


And that hereditary Right to Government is a merely 
chimerical thing, otherwiſe than as the Laws of a Na- 
tion give it, which is reſolving Government up into 
its true original Source, the conſent of the People. 

The monſtrous Poſition of a hereditary Right which 


is indefeaſible, and of a Power not ſubject to Controul, 


as it is with Abſurdity, hath amazingly prevailed 
in the World : Nay it has been maintained and pro- 
ted in our own free Country, by Men who are a 


eproach to it, and unworthy of their Birth in it. 


But as this is a Doctrine abſolutely indefenſible, and, 


I truſt, at preſent generally in diſgrace among our 
Countrymen, I ſhall enter no further into "reaſoning 
concerning it; only direct your attention to the innu- 


merable miſchiefs it produces, as the natural and ne- 
ceſſary conſequences of it; miſchiefs, which your Coun- 


try in times — felt too ſenſibly to be ever for- 


gotten, and which you may till ſee in that miſerable 
te of Vaſſalage and Servitude, in which more than 
half the Globe at this day labour, ſerving the lawleſs 
luſts of imperious Tyranny, and the inſolence of un- 
bridled Power. . 5 
And can we be at any loſs to determine, whether it 


doctrines 


be from Heaven or the powers of Darkneſs, that theſe 
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t || qgoftrines derive-their original, which in their natural 
. tendency” lay waſte the Creation of God, and obſtruct, e 
as far as mortals can obſtruct them, his gracious pur= . 
poſes of making his children happy; enſlaving men, 
and depreſſing their ſpirits, by Which means they be- 
come utterly abject, loſt to all liberal and ingenuous 
. ſentiments, to every thing generous and manly, re- 
f taining indeed the human form, but without all that 
WF: which renders. human nature, as the Apoſtle Paul 
ſpeaks, the Image and Glory of God? | 3% 
Not ſuch the Principles which lie at the foundation 
of the Government under which you live, nor ſuch 
the tendency of it. For it is founded upon the Laws 
„of Liberty; and your natural rights, generally, and 
in the mpſt valuable and important inſtances, are ef- 
fectually \preſerved and ſecured by it. Freedom muſt 
be yours While you are governed by Laws, and at 
6 liberty to chooſe thoſe who make them, which are 
| the great Eſſentials of the Britif Conſtitution. 5 
At the head of which you have a truly Proteſtant 
Prince, of an honourable and illuſtrious Family, who 
leads no other Title to govern you than what the 
Principles I have been explaining ſupport, and, con- 
ſequently, no Power but what is perfectly compatible 
with your Liberties. The very ſame Laws fix and ſe- 
cure his Title and your Rights, and Rulers and Ruled 
are equally bound by them. As his preſent Majeſty, ' 
whom God preſerve and bleſs, has ſhewed no incli- 
nation, ſo no Britiſþ King can have any encourage- 
ment from our Conſtitution to aſſume the hateful air 
and ſtatelineſs of Lordly Tyrants, ing to 
Power over their People as their Property and Slaves : 
Nor are they and you to be confidered in any other 
light, than under the amiable and engaging ties of 
Magiſtrates-and-fellow Citizens. In ſuch a caſe every, 
man who is a friend to himſelf, will be a friend to 
L the Government, in which there is nothing to © hurt {> 
 *- nor to deſtroy,”?, “, NT 94 
| \ ot | 
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Not fo, my Countrymen, was the cafe with your |) 
Fathers, and that you may be the more nul of 
your Happineſs, under a Government which allows 
2 enjoyment of Life, of the Fruits of your, 
| eſt Labours, and r N ge aoipnan, ns 
without any to make you afraid ; and that you may 
have a Spirit worthy of ſuch a happy ſtate raiſed in 
you, to maintain it againſt every Invader, let us look 
- @Intle into the Hiſtory of former times, and ſee how 
widely, in this reſpect, they differed from the preſent. 
To aſcend no higher than the Norman Conqueſt, 
from that remarkable Period to the Reign of Henry 
the Seventh, the Commons of England were of very 
tttk: conſideration. The People for whoſe advan- , I 
tage Government was deſigned by Heaven, had little 
hare in the Government; they had little Property at 
kaft in Land; bat their Labour and Blood were the 
Property of their Lords. The hard ſtruggles with 
the P ve which were entered into and main- 
tamed by the Barons, ended rather in the increafe and 
fecurity of their own Power, than in Liberty to the 
Nation; which at the fame time that it groaned under 
the Oppreſſion of ſo many petty Princes, was enſlaved 
to the Court of Rome; to the Yoke of which, even 
Engliß Monarchs meanly ſubmitted, bearing the moſt 
ſhameful marks of religious Servitude, acknow- 
ledging themſelves indebted to a Proud Eccleſiaſtical 
Tyrant for the Crown they wore. In fuch a miſerable 
ſtate was the Nation, till the times of Henry the 
Seventh and Eighth, in which period the double 
| headed Monfter, of Civil and Eecleſiaſtical Tyranny, . 
whnch had been ſo long pampered 


0 ith — hr1 
Property of the Britiſh People, received ſome fi 
Womds Liberty then began to dawn, but by 
9s 3 — in the following reigns was frequently 
tmder a Cloud, _. | 

During the ſhort Reign of Edward the Siath, it ff \ 
| ſpered and flouriſhed ; but all was loft again under 


een Mary; a Reign which was render 
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„che Blood ſhed in it, from a nierciteſs k 
teſtants which was never ſuffered to Rage again and, 
which, took pleafure in ber 1 theſe faithful Ser- 
vants of Gad erer ſo far as Baniſh- 
ment, — 1 of Eftates, Tortures, and Stakes, 
could do it. 
The Adminiſtration of Queen Elizabeth, who wag 
indeed ſkilful in Government, was, in the main, 
wiſe and prudent one; dbroed incl repute, an - 
home in many inſtances popular. But though that 
celebrated Princeſs loved her People, ſhe could n bear 
to have her DO contradicted : un hy were 
many inſtances agrant Tyrann a perſe- 
0 ſpirit in her Reign; ſo that it muſt be owned, 
it aps great Blemiſhes, though when viewed in con- 
traſt with the former and ſucceeding Reigns, it does 
t honour to her Memory. 
As for her Succeffor, King Jamer the Furſt, we have 
a very 1 ſupported by known Facts, 
to ſay't * his Reign ngland was a continued 
* courſe of mean pract he was become the 
% Scorn of the Age; B "white hungry writers flat- 
0 = tered him out meaſure at home, he was deſpiſed 
by all _—_— as a Pedant without true Judgment, 
, or Steadineſs ; ſubject to his Favourites 
weed up to the Counſels or rather the Cor- 
od w — of Spain. He loved deſpotic Power as 
ck as any man, and to rule by a lawleſs Will. 
How evidently this appeared in Scotland is a your 
from the Hiſtory. of that Tune, where he ind 
ſpirit to the great loſs, and i — 
of fome of his beſt and moſt faithful Subjects. To 
want of Courage and Ability rather than Inclination it 
was that he did not utterly enſlave Ex lend, 
A ſecret riend to Popery, while be was openly 
and writing too, againft it; and therefore neceC 
a, an Facing to the juſt -Liberties of Mankind, 
civil and religious; — to thoſe few brave Spirits 
whio dared openly to aſſert them. 
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| Aer Cont en and popiſh Counſels. He bore down 
ot nes. for many Tears ruled upon its 

Ruins ; the Rights of Conſcience and religious Liber- - 
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Theſe worthy and venerable Aſſerters o 
and zealous Friends of Virtue, from whom 7 men- 
os it to your honour). Proteſtant Diſſenters are 
prungs were alſo the Averſion of King Charles the 


irſt. This Prince, . thbugh he 


ity he was . an Enemy to the Liber- 
for ever under the Influence of 


ty were deſtroyed; he perſecuted men from Princi 85 
which though it be the beſt thing which can be ſai 


excuſe for him as a Man, was indeed one of the worſt | 
b= about him as a King of England. How dread- 
the Power through. - 
the three Kingdoms? What Bloodſhed and Devaſta- . 
tion by a civil War, intirely owing to that as the ori- 


fruits of his Luſt of arbitrary 


ginal cauſe? For at length the Exceſſes in the Star- 


Chamber, and Hi gh Commiſſion Court, Ship-money, ; 
deſpotic Power, rouſed the Spirit 


of Liberty in the Nation, and a glorious Oppoſition 


and other acts o 


was made to a lon ng continued Tyranny. But ſuch is 
things in this World, and ſo much 


do the moſt promiſſing ap 


ſucceſsful Struggle were 
the very Foundations of our Conſtitution, through a 


moſt hateful Ambition and a factious intereſted Spirit, 


were torn up. 


This was really the caſe ; for though under the 
Protectorſhip of Cromwel the Nation . . L ben a high. . 


degree of Glory and Reputation 2 ey «Me 
a Mi- 


was no more. Our Country was go 
litary Power, under the Arektien of an Uſurper 


whoſe Will was his Law; and a Foundation laid for 
entailing Slavery 1885 you and . We for 


N . 


t be in many 
refj _ a better Man than his Father, yet in his Re- 


often diſappoint 
us, that none of the ha ppl fruits of this gallant and 
thered, but inſtead of them, 
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King Charles the Second was evidently under the 
Influence of Popiſh Counſels, and in reality himſelf a 
Papiſt, while he went on profeſſing the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and in open Communion with a Proteſtant 
Church. He was by his corrupt Views and Counſel- 
lors carried into Meaſures moſt deſtructive of the pub- 
lic Happineſs, and all tending to introduce Popery. 
Not indeed from Principle or a religious Caſt of Mind 
which was the caſe with his Father, but from the 
motives and ſpirit of this World. For Religion, 
whether of the true or falſe kind, and its Intereſts, 
ſeemed to be equally indifferent to him, and equally 
without all Power over him. His proſtituting the 
Dignity of a King of Great Britain ſo as to become 
a mean Penſioner to France; and ſtooping to receive 
Hire for aſſiſting a Tyrant in the execrable deſign of 
enſlaving Europe, was the moſt abominable com- 

und of meanneſs and iniquity, which is upon record 
in the Annals of any Country, and will make his 
Reign, for ever the Abhorrence of true Britons. 

But James the Second, was reſerved to fill up the 
meaſure of the Iniquity of his Fathers, and to cloſe 
this Scene of Horror and Public Ruin. In him were 
united Popiſh Bigotry and the Spirit of lawleſs Rule, 
two of the greateſt Plagues which any Nation ever 
felt or can feel. I am your King, and will be 
4 obeyed*”, when he was doing the worſt and moſt 
unlawful things, was a Speech perfectly in Character. 
Happy was it for your Country, that through weak- 
neſs of underſtanding, he was incapable of playing the 
Engines of Deſtruction upon it artfully, otherwiſe it 
had been, without a very uncommon interpoſition of 
Providence, at this day, lying in its Ruins. But the 
Folly of his Counſels in precipitating a Change in 
Religion and Government both at once, was ſuch, 
that the Nation was thoroughly alarmed, and imme- 
diately reſolved upon putting an effectual ſtop to his 
tyrannical Meaſures. Accordingly the Prince of 
Orange, upon the moſt preſſing and/Jnanimous Invi- 
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tation of all true Patriots, came to the Deliverance of 


theſe Kingdoms; and James the Second and his de- 


ſtructive Projects vaniſhed at once. | | 
Nobler principles upon which to act, and more ge- 


nerous motives, can never enter into the heart of / 


man, than to deliver a Nation from the Chains of 
mercileſs Tyranny and Slavery, and to advance and 
effectually ſecure their Happineſs and Proſperity. 
Theſe were the motives upon which James the Second 
was reliſted, and permitted to baniſh himſelf ; and 


- theſe are motives which will for ever juſtify Reſiſtance 


in the ſame Circumſtances. The Crown to which 
he had forfeited his claim, was gratefully and de- 
ſervedly placed upon the Head of our great Deliverer, 
of glorious and immortal Memory. And now the 
Day of Liberty began to ſhine z and the Nations 
might rejoice in the proſpect of having the happy in- 
fluences of it continued and ſecured to Poſterity, was 


the glorious purpoſe which laboured in the breaſt of 


that worthy and brave Man, whoſe great Care in the 


Education of the Duke of Gloceſter ſhewed how much 


he had it at heart, and which after the death of that 


| promiſing young Prince, he happily accompliſhed by 


other means. p 

In that critical JIuncture of affairs, hearken to the 
Father of your Country, while your Liberty, and the 
Liberty of your Childrens Children, was his principal 
Care, and a geherous Zeal for it, warmed his Heart 


and guided his Tongue, while he thus ſpoke to the 


Parliament ſome Time before his Death My Lords 
& and Gentlemen, our great Misfortune in the Death 
„of the Duke of Glocefter hath made it abſolutely 
«© neceſſary, that there ſhould be a farther Proviſion 
for the Succeſſion of the Crown, after me and the 
* Princeſs; the Happineſs of the Nation, and the 


45 ity of our Religion, which is our chief Con- 


5 cern, ſeem to depend ſo much on this, that I 


e cannot doubt it will meet with a general Concur- 


N rence, 
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* rence, and I earneſtly recommend it to your early 


« and effectual Conſideration.“ | 
The Tenderneſs of the parental Heart moved for 
the Happineſs of his Children, urging and entreating 
them to make proviſion for it, and pointing out to 
them the means of doing this effectually, could not 
be withſtood, though by ſome degenerate Minds op- 


, poſed z the great and important point was ſecured by 


the Act of Settlement. And here you are to fix the 
Era of your Liberties; it is to this you owe it that 
you can call what you have your own ; that Govern- 


ment is a Bleſſing to you and not a Plague and Pu- 


niſhment ; to this you owe the Succeſſion of the Fa- 
mily now reigning, Princes in whom alone, is all your 
viſible Security for the Continuance of the Bleſſings 
and Advantages of a free Conſtitution, 


The Evils which the Revolution, and King Wil- 


liam delivered you from, were not the Evils of a Day 
only, or of a few Individuals amongſt your Countrymen, 
ay were not ſlight touches only at the Conſtitution, 
an 


and given but now and then, as if it had been held 
too ſacred to be overthrown; ſuch things were un- 


worthy of continued remembrance: But the Evils 
— are redeemed from, were fuch as ſat long and 


heavy upon your Fathers, and your Country ; public 


Robberies and public Murthers, an utter ſubverſion of 
all Rights, and eſpecially of Conſcience; evils, the 

enuine Offspring of Popiſh Counſels and arbitrary 
— which ought never to be forgotten. And I 
hope the calling them up to your Remembrance will 
animate you in the Defence of your Country, and 
of theſe Rights in the enjoyment of which you now 


find 12 Happy; which is the only thing I 
would have in view in the ſhort hiſtorical detail I 


have given you of the Reigns of that unhap 
of Men, whoſe Memory could never be worthy o 
public notice, but to ſhew the fortunate eſcape, by 
the good Providence of Gop, we have made from 


Your 
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Tour Fathers, had they ſeen your Day, though 
afar off, would have rejoyced in the Proſpe& of fo 
much happineſs to their Children, which would have 
appeared to them in the ſtrongeſt point of Light, 
while they themſelves groaned under manifold Suffer. 
ings How ſhort and frequently interrupted were 
the glimmerings of Liberty which were at any time 
let upon them, and their breathings from Perſecution? 
Scarcely was there any more of theſe than what ſerved 
to quicken the ſenſe of their Miſery in the want of 
_Bleflings they were but juſt allowed to taſte. How 
different the caſe of you their Poſterity ? The Bleſſ- 
ings you now enjoy were by them often in vain ſought 
for, through many a Glorious but unſucceſsful Struggle; 
they are now in your Poſſeſſion, and proviſion is 
made, as far as by Laws it can be made, for tranſ- 
mitting them intire to the lateſt Poſterity. 
But ſtill it is to be remembred, that this Security 
ariſes from the preſent frame of Government, which, 
without effectual ſupport from the Subject, can be no 
Fence againſt open Violence from without, or 
Treachery and Parricide from within ; and both theſe 
are at preſent united to lay your Country waſte of eve- 
ry Priviledge and Bleſſing which can render Life an 
eligible thing. The Son of the Pretender to the 
Crown of theſe Realms, encouraged and ſupported 
by a Race of unnatural and rebellious Children, and 
abetted by a Foreign Power ready to deſtroy and 
ſwallow up the Liberties of Europe, is now at- 


tempting to overthrow the Conſtitution. But is it 


flible there ſhould be a man amongſt Proteſtant Diſ- 
enters, who will ever tamely give way to ſuch an 
ne e, not hold faſt what Providence 
Kg reious has given into his poſſeſſion? Any 
Pee will not ſcorn and abhor the thoughts of be- 
ing again entangled in the Yoke of Bondage? 
Right or Title to Rule over you, the Pretender 
has manifeſtly none in the World. The Relation he 
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claims to James the Second, is generally laughed at; 
and it is equally a jeſt, according to the Conſtitution 
of your Country, to imagine that if it could be made 
out, .it would be any ſufficient Foundation for the 
Claim he builds upon it. It has been already obſerv- 
ed to you that hereditary Right without a ſanction to 
it from the Laws of your 3 is but an — 
Phantom; and as I am well perſuaded you deſpiſe 
and abhor every claim which is built upon ſo abſurd 
a foundation, ſo I am morally ſure, that, as far as 
your Power extends you will never ſuffer ſuch a Claim 
to prevail, and that you will, to your laſt Breath, 
ſupport that Government which maintains your Pro- 
perty and Freedom, nf, FN | 

And as there is no imaginable colour of Right to 
countenance this inſolent Attempt, ſo we are ſure that 
ſucceſs in it, or a Conqueſt, would give him none. 
But, my Countrymen, it becomes you ſeriouſly to at- 
tend to the Conſequences of this Attempt, if by an 
means it ſhould ſucceed. The return of a Popi 
Pretender muſt be the return of Popery, the re- 
turn of Popery muſt be the return of . Slavery, 
and all the train of miſeries which attend it. Have 
not your ears often tingled and your hearts melt- 
ed at hearing the many inſtances of that Cruelty which 
the Spirit of Popery inſpires, not only towards indi- 
viduals here and there, but Numbers together? Who 
knows not the Practices of the Inquiſition, that me- 
ditated engine of horrid and unrelenting Barbarity, 
which is a conſtant fund of human Sacrifices to an 


Idol more cruel than Molech? Who has not heard of 


the bloody Maſſacres in which multitudes have periſh- 
ed? Should the Popiſh Spirit | ces; to any huma- 
nity in ſome other Countries, ſure it muſt bluſh to 
mention it here, where much above an hundred Thou- 

ſand, to ſpeak in the modeſteſt manner, are known 
to have been cut off by it, many of them tortured in 
the moſt cruel manner. 


" 
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What then muſt be our Fate ſhould this man ſucceed 
in his Attempt? A Man who has been educated a- 
mongſt the Enemies of your Country as well as Re- 
ligion; brought up in all the Principles of Tyranny 
and 1 a Man whom theſe Nations have 
attainted and abjured; and who therefore will not 
come with the favourable prepoſſeſſions of a legal 


Succeſſor, but with the reſentment of an injured 
Exile, having even 2 in his Heart to exaſpe- 


rate ſtill more the Fury of a Cruel and perſecuting 
Spirit; and who, to compleat all, muſt hold his 
Crown as in vaſſalage from France, and ſacrifice the 
Intereſts of your Country to his foreign Friendſhips. 
Memorable are the Words which accompanied a 
Preſent of the French King to the Pretender, when 
he was, many Years ago, ſent to invade theſe King- 
doms; Remember, ſaid that Monarch, (puttin 
« the Sword into his Hand) if it prove hella, 
« that it was a French Sword.“ to which the other 
moſt dutifully replied, «* That if it were his good 
« fortune to get poſſeſſion of the Throne of his An- 
4 ceſtors he would not content himſelf with return- 
tc ing him thanks by Letters and Ambaſſadors, but 
ce would ſhew his Gratitude by his Actions. The 
Sword of France is now once more in the Hands of 
the Pretender, and no doubt with the ſame ſtipula- 
tions: And ſhould it ſucceed, which Gop forbid, 


. your Country would become a mere Province to 


France, and you muſt have this ignominious Circum- 
ſtance added to all other miſery, that you are the 
Slaves of a Maſter who is a Slave himſelf. 

It ought to animate you the more, that Liberty is 


almoſt, but a very few States excepted, your pe- 
; Ga it flouriſhes in all its various 


culiar Priviledge ; 


Glory; but ſhould a Popiſh Ruler come, we muſt 
bid it Adieu. O Liberty! true Source of human 
Happineſs, is it poſſible we ſhould give thee up? How 
' ſhall we become ſo far loſt to every generous and 
manly Sentiment, as to prefer a blind ſenſeleſs and 


1 
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carnal Superſtition, which im 
Conſciences of Men, to the 


Paſſions of the Tyrants of the Earth? Shall ve ſo 
have, as that our Offspring ſhould have occaſſion to 
complain that they were born to Servitude and Miſe- 

, and that we were the cauſe of it? How far 
2 the Spirit of our Anceſtors, who ſpared not 
Blood, nor counted their Lives dear to themſe 
that they might procure, and tranſmit Civil and Re- 
ligious Liberty to you. And can you bear the 
thoughts of parting with it, and ing your 
Children the unhappy Monuments of the abject Spi- 
rit of their Fathers? No, I hope, I know, 
things concerning you, things which accompany Ho- 
nour, Virtue, Public Spirit, and the faving of your 
Country. p 43 

It has ever been the Character of Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters to be ſtedfaſt and warm Friends to Liberty 
the Conſtitution. And it was well known, their Zeal 
for the accompliſhment of the Revolution, and for 


A 


the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover, was as ſtrong 


as ever a free People were inſpired with upon ſuch 
important Occaſions : In this you may juſtly glory. 
Such Zeal ſpeaks a Spirit truly liberal and great. And 
let it be our univerſal Reſolution, that to maintain it, 
more nearly concerns us, even than to preſerve Life; 
this, a brave man can cheerfully part with in a good 
Cauſe, but the other no brave man ever gave up. 
Nor will it, I am perſuaded, be in the power of 
any man to cool your generous Ardor at ſuch a time 
as this, by any attempt to aggravate the Grievances 
you lie under as Diſſenters from the Eccleſiaſtical 


Eſtabliſhment? If you have not all you could wiſh 


for, or all that you have a natural Right to, yet, ſure- 
ly, the main, the moſt important Bleſſings of Life are 
— to you as far as Government can ſecure them. 
And you well know this was not the caſe with your 


- Anceſtors 
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Anceſtors in former Reigns, nor in any Reign till the 
late happy Revolution, till the Succeſſion actually 
took place in the Houſe of Hanover. Your Liber- 
ties al then (the Adminiſtration of King William and 
Queen Mary excepted) were without a Guardian in 
whom you could truſt. | 
With juſt and clear Views, therefore, of your true 
Intereſt and Happineſs, and ſenſible that this depends 
upon the preſervation and continuance of the preſent 
Government, with the preſent Royal Family at the 
Head of it, let your Reſolution riſe above any Diffi- 
culty or Danger which may lie before you ; let there 
be a Spirit found in you, ſhould the Day of Trial 
come, to ſtand by your Country, your King, and by 
one another, till theſe Sons of Rapine and Violence 
are rendered incapable of hurting you ; let every man 
exhort his fellow Citizen in the Strains of that brave 
Veteran — Be of good Courage, let us play the 
« Man for our People and the Cities of our God; 
& and the Lord do that which ſeemeth him good.“ 
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